
1. Church discipline is a difficult issue because it comes very Close to Peoples 
lives. How important is it that a christian congregation or the Church as a 
Whole have this as a normal practice? 

I personally think that it is very important issue. Church is given authority to provide 
spiritual guidance for its members and reinforce and remind the covenant of God in 
the lives of believers, just like the OT prophets. Church is to nurture, nourish and 
equip its members for the ministry of the church, as well as correct and discipline 
them and in the worst cases to purge them from the fellowship, “so that his spirit may 
be saved in the day of the Lord.” Church is acting on behalf of the Lord, abiding in His 
Word. 

If a church is not doing a discipline, I am not sure what else can church do. Bible says 
that those who are in sin and without confession (as if what they are doing fine), they 
(leaven) will leaven whole lump (the church). If church spiritual leadership is not 
doing anything against it, the whole church is considered ‘boasting’ of their 
sinfulness. So, the church discipline is very serious matter. 

2. What texts in the Bible is it that particularly motivates you to guide other 
christians this way in different situations? 

As indicated above, 1.Corinthians 5 is a good example and 2 Corinthians 2:5-11 too. In 
fact, Matthew 18:18-20 is not the verse for prayer, but for church discipline. 
According to its context, leadership of the church should come together to pray for 
the decision that they are making for the person who is wronged of sin. 

If I understand your right, you mean that the whole passage from Matt 18:15-20 is 
about Church discipline, and not only 18:15-18?  

Yes, I would read it together until verse 20. The context gives a clue. There is an 
important word; 'truly truly I say to you’ in v. 15. And in v 19 it says, 'I tell you again.’ 
So the prayer part (v.18-19) should be understood with the previous verses. So it 
means that, when you gather together to decide on disciplining your brother/sister 
and pray, I will be with you; with your decision. 

Otherwise, this verse about the prayer is always misunderstood. It is not about how 
many (few) of you can gather to pray. No, it is about God is going to be with your 
decision; your decision will be God’s decision in regards to the discipline of the 
members of your church. That is how I see these verses. 

3. Who should do/practice Church discipline? 

Obviously, church leadership should take it seriously, especially the pastor. Every 
church has its own leadership structure. Church leadership should be organized in 
such a way that they are accountable to each other and to the congregation. So far, in 
BM church we have Pastoral team. I am hoping that I am nurturing our leadership to 
raise up to be able to discipline me as a pastor in case of I fall into sin without 
confession. 

4. What kind of situations is the most normal when you use Church discipline in 
the mongolian context? 



Well, the higher the responsibility you have in the church, the wider the influence of 
your sin will affect the congregation. So in the Mongolian context, many of the 
believers are converts and are not really know what is wrong or right, or having 
wrong idea of what sin is. As soon as we give certain responsibility to a person for 
service in the church, we should put him in an accountable position. Most prominent 
problem we face is the same as the rest of the world; money and opposite sex 
relationship. 

5. How do you consider what to do in the different cases? 

Well, in my experience, every case is different and needs different treatment, but the 
same principle. We do not be silent as soon as we know that the sinful action is being 
conducted by a person. If we are silent about it, we participate in his/her sin. We 
strongly state that the church is not in favor of his sinfulness and ask for confession. 
We ask confession for the sake of ‘building up.’ We tried the confession to be in front 
of whole church (Sunday Service), but it is not good idea. There are many who are 
newly converted believers will be offended or encouraged to be sinful (stumbling 
block). So, we will make the confession as public as possible but as safe as possible for 
the person, so that the building up process is to be in the safe and loving 
environment. 

6. Is there other Things that particularly needs to be considered when practicing 
Church discipline? 

The church leadership should be in the same page in decision making regarding what 
steps to take for the person. Sometimes, it should take two months, but sometimes it 
should be two years depending on the sphere of influence the person has. It is to 
protect the church and also the person who is in sin. Building up of a person is a 
challenge in the society like Mongolia. So, I always want to do the discipline in mind 
of building that person up. I should not scare the person away in disciplining, at the 
same time I should make sure that the congregation is not offended by the person too 
much so that he/she can’t come back to serve the Lord because of rejection of the 
congregation. 

 


